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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 1787 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US, KS 

SUBJECT: ROK REACTION TO NEWS THAT U.S. CONSIDERED A-BOMB USE IN 
KOREAN WAR 

REF: STATE A-4116 (8/16/76) 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF MARCH 3, MOFA AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS DIVISION I CHIEF, YI SUNG-GON COMMENTED ON HEADLINES 
IN ROK PAPERS MARCH 1 TO EFFECT FORMERLY SECRET U.S. 

DOCUMENTS REVEALED U.S. CONSIDERED USE OF ATOMIC BOMBS 
SIX TIMES DURING KOREAN WAR. YI NOTED THAT INFORMATION 

FOR PRESS STORIES HAD BEEN EXTRACTED FROM "FOREIGN RELATIONS 
OF THE U.S. 1950, VOLSME 7, KOREA", REPORTEDLY PUBLISHED 
FEBRUARY 27, 1977, BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT. YI SAID THAT 
HE PRESUMED THAT VOLUME 7 DID NOT CONTAIN CORRESPONDENCE 
ON THIS SUBJECT BETWEEN THEN ROK PRESIDENT SYGMANN RHEE AND 
PRESIDENT TURMAN IN JANUARY 1951 (REFERENCE). YI 
SAID HE HAD SENT A TELEGRAM TO ROK EMBASSY WASHINGTON 
SEEKING CLARIFICATION THIS POINT. 

2. EMBOFF NOTED THAT PRESS ACCOUNTS APPEARED TO REFER 
SOLELY TO INTERNAL U.S. DOCUMENTS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. ROK PRESS GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO PUBLICATION OF 
KOREAN WAR RELATED DOCUMENTS. CONSIDERATION OF NUCLEAR 
BOMB USE WAS HEADLINED IN MOST NEWSPAPERS BUT STORIES 
ALSO REFERRED TO CO COMMENTS IN TELEGRAMS FROM EMBASSY 
SEOUL TO DEPARTMENT ABOUT ASMBASSADOR MUCCIO'S EFFORTS 
TO ENCOURAGE PRESIDENT RHEE NOT TO ABANDON SEOUL AS 
NORTH KOREA'S ARMY BEGAN BREAKING THROUGH NORTH OF THE 
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CITY, AND DESCRIPTION OF RHEE'S MANNER DURING MEETINGS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION 
THAT EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN PRESIDENT RHEE AND 
PRESIDENT TRUMAN MENTIONED ABOVE (SEOUL A- 191, 

NOVEMBER 26, 1976) WAS NOT PUBLISHED. WE NOTE THAT 
RHEE-TRUMAN EXCHANGE WAS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLICATION IN 
1951 EDITION OF VOLUME 7, VICE 1950 EDITION. 

STERN 
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